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Ref: Variation to a premises licence application from WM Morrison Supermarkets PLC for 

Morrisons Daily Petrol Filling Station, Station Road, Totnes, TQ9 5LF 

To vary the hours for the sale by retail of alcohol and opening to 0000 to 2400 from Monday to 

Sunday inclusive 

To permit late night refreshment from 23.00 to 0500 hours Monday to Sunday inclusive 

Principal Grounds for Objection 

1. Protection of children from harm 

2. Prevention of public nuisance 

 

Substance of the objection 

I am writing as a representative of “Caring Town”, a project unique to Totnes, and convenor and 

chair of our two working groups which are relevant to this application. The two groups are 

concerned with the safeguarding of young people “Keeping Young Totnes Safe” and the second is 

concerned with the rough sleepers and street people in Totnes. 

We wish to lodge an objection to the extension of the alcohol licence to Morrison’s garage from 

0000 to 2400 and the sale of late-night refreshment from 2300-0500 

Our objections are based on the proximity of Morrisons filling station to the skate park inside 

Borough Park and to the Railway station because: 

 These are known areas of concern with regards to the consumption of alcohol and drugs by 

young people from the age of 11 upwards and the potential for County lines to spread to 

Totnes via the station, a concern which we were informed about at a recent meeting.  



 We are aware that, however vigilant the retailer may be, the purchasing of alcohol by those 

over 18 for those younger is  common practice. As the garage is so close to the park this will 

be considerably easier at any time day or night. This we believe will encourage longer 

drinking hours thus increasing the vulnerability of our community of young people. 

 If the licence is granted, we anticipate that even more young people and others will 

congregate in this area, particularly at weekends, and increase the public nuisance that we 

can already evidence through drug and alcohol debris and intimidating behaviour 

Why does this matter? 

We believe that this will not support the safeguarding of our young people 

We believe that the granting of this licence would undermine the proactive, preventative work we 

have been engaged in over the past 5+ years to protect children from harm 

Who are we and what are our relevant activities? 

Amongst many other initiatives Caring Town convenes two multi agency working groups: “Keeping 

Young Totnes Safe” and “Addressing the needs of rough sleepers and street people”.  

The two groups have representation from: the NHS, Public health, churches, town and district 

councils, Drug and Alcohol Services for young people and adults, schools, local children’s centres, the 

Totnes Community Hub,  Street pastors, the CAB and several local charities and organisations.  

Each group shares the same purpose which include ensuring strong lines of communication and the 

sharing of local knowledge. We are proactive in seeking new approaches and solutions to support 

the most vulnerable in our community. Agencies and groups attend voluntarily to gain added value 

over the normal channels of communication. 

How will the granting of this licence undermine our work? 

Young people are vulnerable to peer pressure. We believe that extending licensing hours could 

increase that vulnerability and potentially cause harm. 

We believe that sending the message out that alcohol is now available 24 hours a day in Totnes goes 

counter to the work we have been doing which includes: 

 The acquisition of drug and alcohol support services in Totnes, there were none before 

 Public information sessions  

 A comprehensive survey of young people’s attitudes and behaviours re alcohol and drugs, 

followed up by the establishment of a “youth can make a difference” forum to engage the 

voice of young people  

 Improved communications between agencies and community groups to address common 

challenges in this area of concern 

 Campaign to improve the number and signage of alcohol-free zones 

 Acquisition of funding to further our work 

 

Making a Difference 

Misuse of alcohol and drugs is a national challenge and a daunting one. However, as a community 

we are taking on collective responsibility for addressing this challenge. 



Despite the enormity of the issue, we believe it is possible to make a shift and reduce the numbers 

of young people turning to alcohol and drugs see Iceland’s highly effective work on this 

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/alcohol/docs/ev_20180320_co08_en.pdf. 

As you will see from the Iceland experience policy decisions make a big difference, even small ones.                           

We therefore request that you reject this request from Morrisons 
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